


Application Timeline

Students who plan to graduate during the 2025-2026 academic year can apply during this application cycle. 

September 2025: Applications open on CollegeNet

April 1, 2026: Applications due on CollegeNet

April 2026: Invited applicant interviews on the Feinberg Campus

May 2026: All applicants will be notified regarding their admissions decision

June 2026: All admitted students must submit their enrollment decisions 

June 2027: APHP students officially matriculate to the MPH program and attend their first day of classes

June 2028: Students graduate with their MPH



















To Apply to the APHP

Get Started:
· Go to: http://www.tgs.northwestern.edu/admission/
· Click on “APPLY NOW”
· Create a new account using your email address
· Work on your application using the attached instructions
· You may return to the application using your email address and password

What you’ll need to submit:
· The Graduate School Application: You will be asked for your basic information, such as your full name, address, date of birth, etc. 
· Statement of Purpose 
· 1 to 2 pages, single spaced
· Should cover your purpose and objective for pursuing an MPH, how you developed your interest in public health, your career goals, any special interests or qualifications you possess, and why you chose to apply for the MPH at NU
· If you plan to apply for a concentration, be sure to discuss why you chose the concentration and how it will support your future career
· Transcripts: You will upload transcripts (these can be unofficial) from each undergraduate school that you attended
· If admitted, you will be required to submit official transcripts when you complete your undergraduate degree
· Letters of Recommendation: You will enter the names and email addresses of 2 recommenders in the online application, and TGS will send them instructions on how to submit recommendations on your behalf
· CV/Resume
· Evidence you have taken the required pre-requisite math and biology courses or a plan to complete this requirement

Apply:
To submit your application, click the Submit button at the bottom of the last page. This saves your answers in their final form and takes you to the payment page to pay the $95 application fee for CollegeNet. After this point, you cannot make any changes to your application.  

Application fee waivers are available; contact Global Health Studies for more information.


Tips for a Successful Application to the APHP

Statement of Purpose 
· Is the writing of good quality, grammatically correct, and cogent?
· Does this statement clearly lay out the applicant’s goals relevant to public health?
· Is the statement specific to the APHP and to Feinberg’s Program in Public Health?
· Does the statement explain why an MPH is necessary for the applicant’s career goals?

Letters of Recommendation
· Do the letters speak to the applicant’s ability to succeed in an academically rigorous, fast-paced environment?
· Do the letters describe specific traits and behaviors that point to the applicant’s ability to succeed in the APHP?

Resume/CV
· Does the applicant’s resume or CV demonstrate their acceptance of responsibility and leadership?
· Does the applicant have relevant research, volunteer, or work experience?

Prerequisites/Minimum Requirements
· Does the applicant have a cumulative GPA (including grades from other undergraduate institutions and study abroad) of 3.5 or higher?
· Has the applicant taken the required human biology and math/statistics courses?

Interview 
· Does the applicant recognize ethical dimensions of an issue or decision and identify an ethically appropriate course of action?
· Does the applicant take a high level of initiative in identifying public health opportunities and demonstrate an outstanding level of curiosity?
· Is the applicant well-spoken with excellent vocabulary and fluency in expressing and explaining complex ideas in an easily understood manner?
· Does the applicant demonstrate outstanding judgment in setting priorities and identifying public health issues?


More Info and Resources

Websites:
· Overview of the APHP: 
· https://www.globalhealthstudies.northwestern.edu/academic-programs/aphp/
· More info on the MPH Program: 
· http://www.publichealth.northwestern.edu/ 
· Support for applying to graduate/professional school:
· http://www.northwestern.edu/careers/explore-careers/graduate-professional-school/index.html 

Contacts:
· Global Health Studies
· globalhealth@northwestern.edu
· Maureen Moran, Associate Director of Admissions and Graduate Affairs, Program in Public Health
· m-moran@northwestern.edu
· Dr. Bill Leonard, APHP Director
· w-leonard1@northwestern.edu

Please note: If you have a question and you are not sure who could best answer it, please direct it to Global Health Studies and we will help you find the right contact!

















APHP Application Instructions

Use this guide as you complete each section of the APHP application on The Graduate School’s website.
 
Application Type
Have you ever applied to Northwestern (at any degree level)? Select YES
Please select one: Select I AM A NEW OR RETURNING APPLICANT TO THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
Are you interested in our Bachelor’s/Master/s Combined Degree programs? Select YES

Account Name Information, Name, Addresses, Telephone Numbers, Email
Complete these required sections as instructed

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Educational History
We encourage you to complete these sections, though they are not required. This information has no bearing on admissions decisions, but provides useful demographics information to The Graduate School. 

Program Choice
Click on Feinberg School of Medicine, then the Accelerated Public Health Program (APHP), Program Code P60MH-CD, then click SELECT PROGRAM
Select Fall 2026 as the term start

Academic Program
Disregard the application instructions link at the top of the page, but complete the required sections
You do not need to complete the Combined Degree Program Plan form
However, a document is required for this section. Instead, submit an outline of how you’ve completed or plan to complete the prerequisite courses and upload as a .pdf in this section (a template for this can be found below).

Statement of Purpose
Upload your statement of purpose document

Educational Background
Enter information about your time at Northwestern and upload your unofficial transcript

Grade Point Average
Enter your grade point average
Additional Statements
Upload your resume/CV

Background Information
Complete each section 

Letters of Recommendation
Use this section to invite recommenders to submit letters on your behalf
*Do not submit more than two letters of recommendation for consideration for admission to the APHP

Fee Waiver
Enter a fee waiver code, if applicable

Electronic Signature
Read the agreement and check I AGREE, then click SUBMIT

Prerequisite outline

Submit this information as its own .pdf document on the Combined Degree Program Plan page of your application. 

A list of courses that can count towards the human biology and math/statistics requirement can be found here: http://www.northwestern.edu/globalhealthstudies/Academic-Programs/aphp/index.html 


One human biology class

Course number and title: ___________________________________
Quarter and year completed: ________________
If not yet completed, quarter and year you will enroll: _____________


One statistics or mathematics class
Course number and title: ___________________________________
Quarter and year completed: ________________
If not yet completed, quarter and year you will enroll: _____________
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